Craig Mattoli	
Singled out for artistic talent, throughout his school years, Craig Mattoli designed and created artistic furniture and sculpture, most of his life, turning it into a business when he created and ran an art inn, in the 1990’s.  He was a collector of things from an early age, beginning with Indian arrowheads and old coins when he was only six years old.  In college, he began collecting ceramic art and oil paintings, many of which were made by artist friends.  In the final years of his college career, he moved to the downtown artsy part of New York City where he lived for over a decade.  
Having been involved with arts and artists, all his life, as a Wall Street executive, in the 1980’s, he had the opportunity to collect and trade, extensively, in 18th, 19th, and 20th century American and European art and antiques.  He continued his personal passion for art, in the next decade, by restoring and authentically decorating an 18th century estate, even using materials and techniques of the period.  By adding his extensive collection of art and antiques, he created an internationally renowned art inn, which was located outside the artist colony of New Hope, Pennsylvania.  
The inn played host to art connoisseurs, actors, models, and the super rich, and it was featured in major home and fashion magazines around the world.  People would remark about how it was like being able to reside in an art museum and live with art, up close, for days, rather than just passing through and getting a quick glimpse.  Fashion and furnishing magazines also used the inn and its grounds as a backdrop for ad and editorial photo shoots.  The love story of a supermodel and an actor was photographed at the inn for Vogue Magazine by the famous fashion photographer, Stephen Meisel, who used the inn for photo shoots on several occasions.  The inn also hosted cooking classes, events, and parties, including the wedding reception of John Heinz IV.  
After selling the inn and its contents to the CEO of a major publishing company, in 2000, Mattoli went off to experience living in different areas and cultures, to internationalize himself., eventually landing in China, as a result of one of those pleasant little accidents of which Mattoli says his life is made up.  Being on the ground, in China, experienced in a broad range of investing, and teaching finance at a well-known Chinese university, he found that art, in China, was the best place for him to begin a new business.  
Art markets are always somewhat inefficient, but the development of the art markets, in China, is still in a very early stage: from auction houses, to dealers, to galleries.  Indeed, the major market for Chinese art is still outside the country.  Moreover, Chinese people, themselves, are only just catching on to the value of art, both for its decorative appeal, as well as for investment, and they lack direction for either.  An art dealer, in Beijing, recently said that Chinese people buy with their ears, not their eyes.  What Mattoli has discovered is that this is not only true for new Chinese art buyers and collectors but, even, for some of the dealers and smaller auctioneers, currently in the business, inside China.  Mattoli says that auction records that he reviews are, sometimes, not accurate, which he knows, based on better, personally-developed information.  So, over the course of his stay, in China, he has quietly been moving into art knowledge and investment, and he gradually began a business trading in various forms of Chinese art.  He says that he has always enjoyed trading in art because it gives him the opportunity to own different pieces, for a while, and, then, to let other people enjoy them, too, while offering them his experience and expertise in both art and investment.
Having opened Leona Craig Art’s on-line gallery of twentieth and twenty-first century Chinese art, several years ago, selling to customers around the world, he has finally found an area and a place to open a local public gallery, in Dongshan Kou, in old Guangzhou.  The gallery, LC Yilang will display a notable selection of Yixing teapot art, Xiangshou hand-embroidered pictures, modern sculpture, and contemporary oil paintings from all over China, selected and curated by Mattoli, in a beautiful and timeless area of this ancient Chinese city.  Mattoli is also a professor of finance and economics at a local university, and he is a frequent contributor to Collector & Investor Magazine (收藏投资导刊) , in Beijing, China.
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